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Cherry Hill Public Schools




Malberg Administration Building





45 Ranoldo Terrace, P.O. Box 5015




Cherry Hill, NJ 08034

                                                                          (856) 429-5600



Fax (856) 354-1864

September 2009
Dear Parent/Guardian:

On Saturday October 17, 2009, the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) will be administered to 10th and 11th grade students at Cherry Hill East and West. The district is not paying for students to take the PSAT.  The test familiarizes all students who take it with the requirements for SAT and provides the district with data on student’s performance. 
The PSAT will allow students to view their strengths and weaknesses in critical reading, mathematical reasoning, and writing.  Students will receive specific suggestions on how to improve their skills, will be able to compare their academic skills with those of other college-bound students in the USA, and will have the opportunity to practice for the new SAT Reasoning Test.  In addition, all juniors will be entered into the NMSQT (National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test).  

When entering their personal information on the day of the test, students may indicate that they would like to have colleges send them information about a variety of programs and college majors.  Colleges will not see the PSAT scores unless a student specifically requests this service.

The PSAT data provides the district, as well as the student, with valuable information for helping students in this preparation.  The PSAT also helps the counselor to make appropriate placements into AP and other upper level courses.  Test scores can be used to gauge a student’s potential success in higher level courses by using AP Potential.  AP Potential, another College Board product, is free to all schools who administer the PSAT and is a predictability device for success in higher level courses, especially AP.  Students also receive My College Quickstart, which is an online personalized college and career planning tool, as well as access to MyRoad- an interactive college, majors and career exploration tool. 
Counselors will be addressing sophomore and junior English classes regarding test expectations, preparedness, and the timing and knowledge assessed on the test.  Each student who signs up for the PSAT will receive a student bulletin that contains a practice test, test strategies, and test format.  Mr. Cigus Vanni (CH West) and Mr. Charlie Musumeci (CH East) are the administrators for the test in each building.  The cost of the test will be $24.  To sign up, go to the guidance office with a check made out to either CH East or CH West for $24.  At that time, you will receive further instructions and your bulletin. The deadline for signing up is Friday, October 9th.  There will be no refunds if you cancel or miss the test.  It is imperative that students review the bulletin, get a good night sleep and eat a healthy breakfast before they arrive for testing.   Testing will last approximately 2 ½ hours.  Students should bring two #2 pencils and a calculator, although no question requires calculator use. A scientific or graphing calculator is recommended.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s guidance counselor.  

PSAT is only offered on two dates.  If you cannot attend the Saturday, October 17, 2009 testing date, please see your counselor for alternate sites that offer it on Wednesday, October 14, 2009.   Unfortunately, College Board does not allow us to test on both dates and registrations are not done through College Board, but rather within each individual school who is administering the test.  We are at the mercy of the alternate sites.  If this is a conflict, please come to the guidance department ASAP and we can assist you in contacting another site.  

Sincerely,

James Riordan

Director of Guidance
